
 

   

Change of HPG website 
This year we changed from the Coppermine website, which we had 

used from the inception of the HPG, to the MyPhotoClub website — 

which is more relevant to HPG needs. It was a steep learning curve for 

members and website administrators. I thank everyone for quickly 

adapting to the new website software. 

Northern Zone Convention and Competitions 
In this year’s event we departed from a long tradition by transferring 

competition images from Northern Zone clubs to a specially created 

MyPhotoClub website for the Convention and Competition which 

made the process much easier to administer. This year’s event raised 

the professionalism of the Convention and set a new benchmark which 

will be difficult to equal. We brought the Northern Zone Convention 

and Competitions into the 21st century and see it as the future — but 

some clubs continue to cling to the past.  

On behalf of HPG members I wish to express our great appreciation to 

David Targett and his team of Joanne Brown, Lindie Kolver, Jody 

Carey, Peter Forsyth, Chris Randall, and Kathy Appleby. I also thank 

John and Suzie Smith who provided a photographic record of 

convention activities. For the first time in my experience, we were able 

to present photographs to delegates at the end of the conference, 

including the awards ceremony. I would also like to thank Frank 

Kolver, Trevor Dearle, Charlie Madders, Kevin Ho, John Shaw, Ian 

Wilbore, and Linda Appleby for their vital help behind the scenes. 

Frank Kolver won the Open Digital Colour and Digital Monochrome 

competitions, John Smith won the Monochrome Print competition.  

HPG won the Digital open colour competition and came fourth in 

overall club rankings. I am pleased to report that the event was a 

financial success  

Club and Digital Night Meetings 
Some monthly Club Nights were poorly attended, particularly in the 

winter months. The committee worked hard to find suitable speakers to 

give presentations, but we are disadvantaged because many presenters 

are reluctant to travel to Port Macquarie. Demonstrations by HPG 

experts to improve competition images based on comments from judges 

were successful. Digital nights were generally well attended  

continued on p2 

Club Activities 
Meetings are held at 7.00pm on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of each month. Visitors are 
always welcome. 

Venue: Emerald Downs Community Centre, 
Lighthouse Plaza, Port Macquarie. Entry via 
the Emerald Drive roundabout 

at the 
corner of the Plaza building in the lower 
carpark area. 

Club Night program on the first Tuesday 
includes print competitions, photographic 
tutorials, presentations and discussions. 

Monthly projected digital image competi-
tions are held on the third Tuesday, and 
judged by accredited Federation of Camera 
Club judges. 

Hastings MyPhotoClub Website is continu-
ously updated to provide information about 
club activities; documentation; how to join; 
member profiles, and tutorials.  

Digital and Print photography competitions 
are managed via the website and members 
use it to upload their images and view re-
sults and comments 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide an 
opportunity to learn specific aspects of pho-
tography in small informal groups. 

Group Facebook account enables members 
to contact each other and share infor-
mation. 

 

Newsletter is emailed to members each 
month: includes club news: feature articles: 
competition results: details of planned    
activities/events, and may be downloaded 
from the website — under ‘About the Club’ tab. 

Coffee Mornings are held every Wednes-
day (see Club Calendar) at venues all over 
the local area and provide a great oppor-
tunity to socialise, discuss club matters, 
photography, and just about everything else.  
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Northern NSW Zone of Photographic Societies 
Overall Most Successful Club 

 2012, 2016, 2017 

2018 AGM Issue  

The AGM Reports presented herewith by the President and Treasurer  

will be taken ‘as read’ and will not be repeated at the AGM. 
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Harry Bryant  HPG President 

hpg infocus August 2018 

Treasurer’s Report  
for 2018 AGM 

I present the Hastings Photography Group 
Financial Reports for the year 2017–2018, 
and seek a proposer to accept this report 
for the AGM Minutes. I feel confident the 
club is in a good position to meet its 
financial commitments for the coming year. 

Ian Wilbore  HPG Treasurer 

continued from p1  

Field Trips and Outings 
The poor attendance at many of the field trips was disappointing, 

and some outings were spoiled by rain. These outings provide an 

opportunity for members to learn from experienced 

photographers, to get to know fellow members, and discuss 

photography over coffee, tea, or lunch.   We have not yet found the 

magic formula and welcome suggestions to make them more 

attractive to members.  

Workshops 
At our monthly Saturday workshops, we alternated between hands-

on photography and Photoshop sessions, which were successful 

and fun.  My only regret is that more members do not attend these 

sessions: perhaps Saturday mornings doesn’t suit most members. 

Others perhaps do not attend because they don’t have a lap-top 

computer with Photoshop installed. I thank the presenters who 

spend a lot of time preparing the sessions. 

HPG Photo Competitions 
The quality of digital entries continues to improve, however, we do 

see a reluctance from a small number of members to enter 

competitions, perhaps there is a fear of receiving unfavourable 

comments from judges and we are looking at options to deal with 

this issue.   

Entries in print competitions continue to decline and we have 

reduced these to twice a year, concluding with a print of the year 

competition. Importantly, Print Competitions also provide a 

useful stock of entries for external print competitions, e.g., 

Northern Zone, FCC etc. The future of Print Competitions is in 

the balance unless we can inspire our members to enter more 

prints and we invite suggestions about how we can revive 

members enthusiasm for the medium. 

We introduced new HPG competition rules, abandoning the 0–15 

points scoring system — replacing it with awards of Acceptance, 

Credit and Distinction — with an aggregate scoring system of 0–4 

points. 

Communications 
To keep in contact with members the HPG is well served by the 

monthly Infocus newsletter and the HPG website, and information 

is sent by email to members when the need arises. Despite these 

media, it is apparent that the information is not reaching members 

and the committee is considering other options to ensure everyone 

keeps up to date with activities. We hope that members will in 

future take time to keep up to date with HPG activities.   

Many clubs wish they were so well informed. 

Thanks to the committee 
I would like to thank the committee members, who have worked 

hard in a year of change and new challenges to provide a great 

service to HPG members. 

HPG Membership Renewal 
Kindly note: $48.00 annual subscriptions for the HPG 

2018/2019 financial year became due on the 1st of July 2018 

EFT banking details at bottom of last page 

Please include your name as the payment reference  
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Featured Member — Wendy Coulls 
Wendy has lived in Port Macquarie for three years 

and loves the vibrancy of the town. She 
previously lived in Wingham, and 
works full time as an ultrasonographer 
at Taree Hospital.  
Her hobbies, apart from photography, 
are music: she plays saxophone with 
Manning Valley Concert Band and 
drums with Hastings Highland Pipe 
Band.  
Wendy also loves holidays and  
champagne—preferably combined! 

When Did You Start in Photography? 
Really just since joining HPG eighteen 
months ago. I’ve always been 
interested in photography, even as a 
child I remember kind of framing 
passing scenery etc., in my mind and 
imagining how things would look in a 
photograph. Being a sole parent of 
four children whilst working full time 
doesn’t result in much free time, but 
now the kids are independent I can 
pursue my own interests.  

Places You like to Shoot? 
I love weather: sunrise, sunsets, rain, fog, 

storms, night sky. Also travel photography — foreign 

places, people and culture. 

What Fuels Your Creative Passion? 
I think everyone has a ‘thing’, and I am attracted to 

colour.  I also love images that convey a mood or tell a 

story, photos that make you want to dive right into and 

experience it. 

Where Would You Like Your Photographic  
Journey to Take You? 
I’m not really sure yet, but I’m enjoying the journey! I’m 

attempting to have a go at all the set subjects this year, 

as a learning experience, and was surprised by how much 

I enjoyed the recent ‘Abstract’ set subject. I’m very 

grateful to the more experienced members of HPG who 

are always so generous with their time and knowledge. 

I also want to learn more of Photoshop, so many 

possibilities in there! 

Equipment You Like to Use? 
I have basic beginners gear which I hope to slowly 

upgrade as I become more 

experienced. A Canon 600D with a 

Sigma 18-250mm lens.  

I have recently added a Canon 100mm 

macro lens and an ND filter—and 

having fun experimenting with those.   

A Panasonic LUMIX for holidays—it 

has a 30x zoom which is terrific for 

unobtrusively taking photos of people 

and situations from a distance. 

My iPhone 8 is always at hand for      

    sudden opportunities while out. 

Photographers you Admire? 
I admire any photographer who gets out of bed early, in 

the dark, day after day, in order to be at their chosen 

vantage point in time for sunrise. I’m starting to realise 

how often one comes home disappointed! 

 

 
Wendy 

 

 

Chris—Diane—Harry—Audrey—Wendy—Kevin—Stewart—Christine—Gwen—Rod—John—Robyn—Peter 

Lunch at Sawtell RSL  

‘Beach ’ 

Butterfly House Field Trip Images  
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July Digital Competition Awards  
Aggregate 

Scoring    
 System  

Rejected 
Score 0 

Does not comply with 
category definition 

Entry 
Score 1 

Obvious technical  
problems 

Acceptance 
Score 2 

Minor blemishes, lacks 
pictorial strength 

Credit 
Score 3 Certificate 

Strong image, needs more 
impact 

Distinction  
Score 4 — Certificate 

Strong image of national 
 competition standard 

Digital Image  
of the Month 

Winner of the  
Sunset Gallery  

Prize 

Dual for  
Mating Rights 

by  
Lindie Kolver 

 

Keeping a 
Watchful Eye 

by  
Frank Kolver 
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Credits   Distinctions  

Rod Wratten Lindie Kolver Nick Lefebvre  

Linda Appleby John Smith Linda Appleby 

Wendy Coulls Frank Kolver John Upton 

Colin Bennett  Susan Smith (2) 

Trevor Dearle  Frank Kolver 

Total entries 25           Acceptances  10 

Distinctions Credits   

Frank Kolver Rod Wratten  

Nick Lefebvre Susan Smith  

John Smith Frank Kolver  

Susan Smith John Smith  

Lindie Kolver   

Total entries 18       Acceptances  6      

Distinctions Credits   

Lindie Kolver  Linda Appleby  

Nick Lefebvre  Bill Quaglio  

Susan Smith John Smith  

John Upton (2) Frank Kolver  

 Lindie Kolver  

Total entries 19          Acceptances  7 

Distinctions Credits   

John Upton (2) John Shaw (2) Lindie Kolver 

Nick Lefebvre Nick Lefebvre Frank Kolver  

Wendy Coulls Rod Wratten  

John Smith (2) Susan Smith (2)  

Total entries 21          Acceptances  7       

Competition  
Month & Closing date 

Digital Set Subjects September—October 

September 22 August 

October 19 September 
Selective Colour: Just red lips in a mono image, or colour shoes/handbag in a mono 
image, or just one red image in a sea of mono roses 

Judge: Diane Schofield   
Comment: Competitors in ’Nature’ should be well aware that according to the International rules,        
      ‘Nature’ images must have a ‘story’ to be considered for an award.                                       

Rodeo  Clowns 
 at Work 

 by  
Rod Wratten 

 

Lady in White Hat 
 by  

John Upton 
 
 

To enlarge images use ‘Ctrl’ key and mouse ‘scroll’ wheel 
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                                                                     2017/18 Committee 

                                                           Harry Bryant: President/Web Admin 
                                               Colin Bennett: Vice President/Training 
                                        Ian Wilbore:  Secretary/Treasurer/Membership 
                             Lindie Kolver: Competition Steward/Web Admin  
                    Chris Randall: Competition Steward/Web Admin 
        Kevin Ho: Training Coordinator 
John Shaw: Newsletter/Events/Web Admin

https://
hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/ 
Click here 

Hastings Photo Group  
aka—The Fun Club 

22A Yarramundi Rd 
Port Macquarie  Contact us: 

 

EFT Banking 
Holiday Coast Credit Union  
A/c name: Hastings Photography Gr0up 
BSB: 802 214     A/c No. 100146215 

  president@hastingsphotogroup.com.au 

Famous quotes on photography  

‘The camera has always been a guide, and allowed me to 
see things and focus on things that an average person 
wouldn’t even notice’ 

Don Chadwick. B. 1936 American photographer and     
industrial designer specialising in office seating 

A great way to meet and socialise 
with members and friends 

  1st  Aug Westport Club  Buller Street    22nd Aug Café 8  Harvey Norman complex  

 8th Aug Rainforest Café  Sea Acres 29th Aug Growers Café  Horton Street  

 15th Aug Seasalt Café  — PM Marina  5th Sep Port City Bowling Club Owen St 

Club Night  — Annual General Meeting 
Election of Committee — President’s Report — Treasurer’s Report 

Discuss next year’s goals for HPG, and members’ feedback  

Activities — Competitions — Set Subjects — Field Trips — 

Workshops — Social 

Also discuss the concept:  

In-house non-competitive critiques of your 
images by a fellow club member with a view 
to give you more confidence and improved 
scores in monthly competitions 

Workshop: Photoshop 4 —  Photo Merge 
Combining multiple shots to merge them in a single  stunning 
image 

Convenor:  Colin        Cost: $5·00  includes refreshments 

Bring laptop computer with  
Photoshop CC  & Bridge 
 

Please arrive by 8:50am to assist room set-up 
so we can make an early start  

Committee Meeting  — please contact any member of the committee if you wish to raise any items for consideration   

August Digital Competition Results and Awards 
For entries uploaded to website by 19th July  
Projected Images — Judging  —  Awards 

 

Upload Sept digital competition images 
− Closing date for entries — 22th Aug 5:00pm 
− Categories: 
        Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature 
− Set Subject: High Dynamic Range (HDR) 

S e p t e m b e r  

Club Print Night  — this is our second print competition for the year—we look forward to your support 
Open Colour — Monochrome — Nature 

 Basic rules for   

Workshop: Photoshop 5 —  Creativity and Composition 

Convenor: Colin        Cost: $5·00  includes refreshments 

Bring laptop computer with  
Photoshop CC  & Bridge 
 

Please arrive by 8:50am to assist room set-up 
so we can make an early start  

September Digital Competition Results and Awards 
For entries uploaded to website by 20th June  
Projected Images — Judging  —  Awards 

 

Upload October digital competition 
images 

− Closing date for entries — 19th Sep 5:00pm 
− Categories: 
        Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature 
− Set Subject: Selective colour 

A date for your diary:   HPG End-of-year Lunch at Laurieton USC on 8th December  

Aug 17 

Aug 7 

Tue 7:00PM 

Aug 11 

Sat  8:50AM 

Aug 21 

Tue 7:00PM 

Sep 15 

Sat  8:50AM 

Sep 4 

Tue 7:00PM 

Sep 18 

Tue 7:00PM 

Basic rules for Print Competitions are as follows:  

• Mounts shall be no larger than 16”x12” (400x 300mm)  

• Prints may be any size or shape within the mount  

• A label with the name or the author, category  and 
title shall be affixed to back of the mount on the top 
left side—available from website. Log into ‘Members’ 
— ‘Club Rules and Documents’ — ‘Print Labels’ 

• Title shall not exceed 30 characters and spaces, no 
punctuation marks permitted  

• Members must also upload their .jpg image to the 
website — not exceeding: 1920pixels wide, 1200pixels 
high, 2Mb file size  

• If you require more detailed information, please refer 
to ‘Competition Rules Final 141217 ’ on the website, 
under About the Club tab  

• Print entries may be handed in at the 21st August 
Digital Competition Night, or Print Night (4 Sep)  
as long as your images have been uploaded to the 
website 

https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/

