
 

   

 
Northern Zone Convention and  
Gordon Bowen Photography Competition 
The Hastings Photography Group is hosting this annual event for the 
first time and the response from Northern Zone clubs has been 
overwhelming and has far exceeded our expectations. To ensure 
delegates can fully participate in their choices of masterclasses, we 
have restricted the number of Saturday registrations. The HPG has 
pioneered many new ideas for this year’s convention and the presenters 
and exhibitors are eminent professional photographers. Saturday 
attendees can select two masterclasses from the seven available. 

Even if you have not registered to attend the Convention, you can still 
register for the Saturday night dinner and the Sunday morning 
sessions. Trophies and awards will be presented at the dinner and there 
will be an opportunity to meet the presenters and exhibitors over a 
drink and dinner. The Sunday morning sessions include presentations 
by eminent speakers and you can discuss the latest camera technology 
with exhibitors. 

Set Subject – Street Photography 
Street photography is candid photography done in the public place and 
the purpose is to capture scenes of people and other objects in a natural 
environment. Henri Cartier-Bresson, said to be the best street photo-
grapher of all times, quoted: ‘Above all, I craved to seize the whole 
essence, in the confines of one single photograph, of some situation that 
was in the process of unrolling itself before my eyes’.  

Street photography can include other photographic subjects including: 
buildings; doors; street lamps; animals and bicycles, etc. Think of those 
early photographs of cities and the emotional impact they still hold. The 
term ‘street’ has a wide interpretation, and can be anywhere where 
people gather and interact and may include street markets and 
marches, etc. 

You need to melt into the background and not draw attention to 
yourself. One option is to position yourself so the scene moves around 
you, rather than you around it. Another is to pick a suitable or 
interesting background and photograph subjects in the selected area. 
You can use a DSLR, point-and-shoot, or a phone camera. A long lens 
can be intimidating and to some a bit creepy unless you are very 
unobtrusive. A small camera with a wide-angle lens might be more 
appropriate and a smart phone—which is now part of everyday life, and 
draws little comment.  

One needs to be prepared when the photo opportunity happens, and it 
is recommended you setup your camera beforehand. The following 
website has some useful information to help you get that award 
winning image: Best camera settings for street photography. 

May 
2018  

 

 

Northern NSW Zone of Photographic Societies 
Overall Most Successful Club 

 2012, 2016, 2017 

continued on p2 

Club Activities 
Meetings are held at 7.00pm on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of each month. Visitors are 
always welcome. 

Venue: Emerald Downs Community Centre, 
Lighthouse Plaza, Port Macquarie. Entry via 
the Emerald Drive roundabout 

at the 
corner of the Plaza building in the lower 
carpark area. 

Club Night program on the first Tuesday 
includes print competitions, photographic 
tutorials, presentations and discussions. 

Monthly projected digital image competi-
tions are held on the third Tuesday, and 
judged by accredited Federation of Camera 
Club judges. 

Hastings My Photo Club Website is contin-
uously updated to provide information 
about club activities; documentation; how 
to join; member profiles, and tutorials.  

Digital and Print photography competitions 
are managed via the website and members 
use it to upload their images and view re-
sults and comments 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide an 
opportunity to learn specific aspects of pho-
tography in small informal groups. 

Group Facebook account enables members 
to contact each other and share infor-
mation. 

 

Newsletter is emailed to members each 
month: includes club news: feature articles: 
competition results: details of planned    
activities/events, and may be downloaded 
from the website — under ‘About the Club’ tab. 

Coffee Mornings are held every Wednes-
day (see Club Calendar) at venues all over 
the local area and provide a great oppor-
tunity to socialise, discuss club matters, 
photography, and just about everything else.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Cartier-Bresson
https://www.techradar.com/how-to/photography-video-capture/cameras/how-to-photograph-anything-best-camera-settings-for-street-photography-1321032
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The law allows photographers to take photographs in 
public places, but discretion and common sense should 
always prevail (see article on page 4). Even some public 
areas restrict photography, so please comply with the 
no photography signs. In some circumstances you can 
ask people if you can take their photograph; most will 
be flattered, but some will refuse of course. 

The most important ideas to consider in street 
photography are the subject; the mood; the story; 

light and shadows; humour; silhouettes, and motion 
blur.  

Whereas shallow depth-of-field or image quality takes a 
less important role, mood can be evinced by a lonely 
abandoned back alley or perhaps a forlorn dog tied to 
post. For the July competition, colour or monochrome 
images are acceptable. Research the subject online and 
find examples of street photography. 
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Featured Member — Tony Hounsell 

Tony has lived in Port Macquarie 
since 2006. Prior to that he lived in 
Western Australia for over 35 Years. 

He and his late wife decided to 
be  here to be with their daughter 
and two grandchildren when he 
retired—thinks it was one of his 
best decisions. 

When Did You Start In Photography? 
Starting way back about sixty years ago when I was 
working for a cinema advertising company in London — 
employed in the still photo section developing photos in a 
dark room.  

Later I bought a Kodak box film camera and then a 
first of note German Agfa Instamatic (which I still 
have) and used the camera on many trips around UK 
and Europe. I still have many of these photo-slides. 

Places You Like to Shoot? 
I enjoyed a memorable experience in 2011 travelling 
to South America, taking photos of places and people; 
experiencing some fantastic places you could ever see      
—including the Andes mountains, Brazil, Argentina, 
Peru, etc. Makes me want to return as there is so 
much more to see. 

What Fuels Your Creative Passion? 
Seeing different places, people and landscapes. 

When visiting a site I try to see something special and 
different. I try to take a photo that people can have 
something to think about and of what I am trying to 
show and hopefully tell a story. 

Where would you like your photographic 
Journey to Take You? 
I would like to increase my knowledge of Photoshop CC 
which I have just started to use. Also a better 
understanding of macro photography. 
Being an HPG member with all the super help from 
many members make this club special to 
me. 

Equipment You 
like to Use? 
Canon 7d SDLR, 
Canon G1x, Tamron 18-270 lens, 
Tamron 90mm macro lens, Nissin 
Di866 digital flash gun, Triopo 
carbon fibre tripod, and Manfrotto 
monopod. 

Photographers You Admire? 

John Hedgecoe, Ross Hoddinott, 
Scott Kelby. 

                            Tony 

  

Welcome New Members   —  Garry and Liz Gannell 

Up until now, photography has always been 
about collecting memories. Family and holiday 
destination photos make up the vast majority of 
my many photos.  

Now, having just moved to Lake Cathie, and 
anticipating the chance of more time, I’m keen 
to branch out: ‘making’ instead of merely 
‘taking’ photos: understanding the craft better—
and learning from others. I’m looking forward 
to extra motivation helping me to go out for the 
sole purpose of taking photos that have greater technical merit as 
well as grabbing my, and the viewer’s imagination. I also hope to 
be able to share this next stage of my photographic 
journey with my wife.  

My current main camera is a Sony A7R MkII (which 
might be changed soon so Liz and I can share lenses) 
but I also use my iPhone, GoPro and Solo drone. 

        Garry 

Photography has been a 
means of recording experiences 
—children’s milestones and 
family holiday trips.  

I have enjoyed using my Lumix 
compact, rarely using it as a 
fully automatic but instead, 
using the pre-sets and, occa-
sionally, other settings.  

I am hoping to learn more 
about composition and lighting 
etc., so that I take good photos 
more often and more by design 
than accident. I now have a 
Sony 6000 to try and master 
as well. 

                                          Liz 
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Judge: Hans Schmidt        You may need to log-in to access Links        To enlarge images ‘Ctrl’ + ‘Scroll-wheel’               

April Digital Competition Awards  

Aggregate 
Scoring    
 System  

Rejected 
Score 0 

Does not comply with 
category definition 

Entry 
Score 1 

Obvious technical  
problems 

Acceptance 
Score 2 

Minor blemishes, lacks 
pictorial strength 

Credit 
Score 3 Certificate 

Strong image, needs more 
impact 

Distinction  
Score 4 — Certificate 

Strong image of national 
 competition standard 

Digital Image  
  of the Month 

Winner of the  
Sunset Gallery Prize 

Inquisitive 
by Chris Randall 

 

Link  to website to 
view full results for 

this category 

 

Head Above Water 
by Kevin Ho 

 
 
 

Link to website to 
view full results for 

this category 
 

Sniffing the Flower 
by Kevin Ho 

 
 

Link to website to 
view full results for 

this category 
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Distinctions Credits   

Chris Randall Frank Kolver John Upton 

Lindie Kolver Rod Wratten Wendy Coulls (2) 

Susan Smith Lindie Kolver Barry Ihle 

Frank Kolver Colin Bennett  

 John Smith  

Total entries 38            Acceptances  7       

Guggenheim Building 
by David Ledgerwood 

 
 
 

Link to website to view 
full results for this  

category 
 

Distinctions Credits   

Kevin Ho (2) Chris Randall (2) John Upton 

John Smith John Shaw Frank Kolver 

Linda Appleby Paul Barron Lindie Kolver 

Nick Lefebvre John Smith  

John Upton Ray Cooper  

Frank Kolver Trevor Dearle   

Lindie Kolver Susan Smith (2)  

Total entries 35            Acceptances 8 
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Distinctions Credits   

Kevin Ho Linda Appleby Bill Quaglio 

John Smith John Upton (2) Lindie Kolver 

 John Shaw  

 Ray Cooper  

 Susan Smith  

Total entries 30          Acceptances  11      

Distinctions Credits   

David Ledgerwood Garry Gannell  

Nick Lefebvre Linda Appleby (2)  

John Smith (2) John Shaw  

Frank Kolver Paul Barron  

Lindie Kolver Barry Ihle (2)  

   

Total entries 36            Acceptances 12 

At our Club Meeting on 1st May, I will 
introduce you to the wide, wide world of 
Abstract Photography in preparation for 
the June Set Subject. There is no easy 
definition of what is Abstract other than 
it is often divorced for the literal/
representational aspect of general pho-
tography and is presented in terms of 
form, line, colour, curve, rather than 
clear image detail.  

 

Viewing an image 
 in abstract requires a different way 

of seeing, beyond the literal.  

‘

 www.ronbigelow.com 

                                                     Ray 

https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/mypc-club-mem-comp-viewing-page/?webform_id=21
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/mypc-club-mem-comp-viewing-page/?webform_id=23
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/mypc-club-mem-comp-viewing-page/?webform_id=22
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/mypc-club-mem-comp-viewing-page/?webform_id=24
http://www.ronbigelow.com
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      Adam’s Photo Tips 6 — Simplicity    

Adam 

 

Do you need permission to take someone’s photo in a public place?  

 Am I allowed to photograph people in a public space?  

 Can I photograph other peoples children?  

 Do I need permission? Do they have rights? 

 Are there any ethical or privacy issues?  

 Can I post the image on social media?  

 Can I use my drone — and where? 

Of course, there are many more questions that come to 
mind, and to find out more, click on this Link to view 
an ABC News article on the subject.  

Also see this Link about privacy laws. 

Surprisingly, the law seem to favour the photographer, 
but I tend to follow the old adage if in doubt—don’t.                    

The decision is yours, of course!                   John 

Hi, Adam Williams here with another top tip to 

improve your photography! 

I hope all is well :) If Subject was the most important 

element of photography, then Simplicity is not too 

far behind! 

Simplicity in photography almost always, less is 
more. The fewer elements in a photo, the clearer the 
story and the more impact your photo will have. 

Song writers tell powerful emotive stories with very 
few words, imagine if they were rambling on "and then 
this happened and then that and blah blah blah…" They 
use as few words as possible to tell the story, yet how 
often do we feel the emotion of the lyrics. 

It’s the same with landscape photography: we should 
only include the elements that directly help to tell the 
story we are trying to communicate. 

A good practice is, once you have framed up your 
composition, take a look at each element within the 
frame and ask yourself is this directly helping to tell the 
story that I am trying to tell, or is it a distraction from 
the story? If it's a distraction, reconsider your framing 
to try and exclude all distractions. 

If you can't frame it out in camera consider removing it 
in Photoshop. 

I have used Photoshop in the example opposite to 
remove the land mass in the distance, simplifying the 

image and in my opinion, making a stronger photo.   
The island had a real feel of isolation, by removing the 
distant land mass, the story of isolation is much clearer. 

 

Click on this Link and scroll down to access Adam’s  

‘Free Photoshop Quick Starter Course ’ 

Easy Way Photography is tailored specifically to 
landscape photographers, therefore, no time is wasted 
on techniques you will never use, we focus directly on 

what you need and nothing else  

         RAW file                                   finished 

Talking to new member Nick the other day and asking 

around, I found quite a few of our members already enjoy 

being active in ViewBug. Lindie for example, is a curator 

on this website and has written the following overview: 
__________________________________________ 

ViewBug is a site for Photographers of all skill levels – 

to learn, to be inspired, to receive feedback on photos and 

to enter Challenges called by other members and contests 

called by Management.  

It is also a great viewing library for your best photos, 

called a Gallery. If you do not have a personal website, 

then ViewBug might suit your needs. The site is easily 

accessible to anyone who has been furnished with your 

ViewBug username. You can add descriptions to your 

images (where and how or some interesting fact about the 

bird/animal/landscape) for your viewers to read. 

The reason for the Gallery on ViewBug is you are only 

allowed to enter Contests and Challenges with images 

that reside within your Gallery. Therefore, the bigger the 

variety in your ViewBug Gallery, the more Contests you 

can enter and the more ‘likes’ and ‘award-badges’ you 

are likely to collect. As a Free Lite Member you are 

allowed ten new images every week. If you want to load 

more photos, you need to upgrade to Premium or Pro 

Member at a yearly fee. 

One of the best ‘eye-sharpening-tools’ on ViewBug is the 

fact that you, as an entrant to a challenge or contest, can 

vote in the contest. It’s a bit time-consuming, but it does 

sharpen your eye to obvious errors such as OOF*, 

intruding BG†, image not suitable to the contest, and to 

spot a good image. 

I’ll be giving more information and presenting a 

PowerPoint Presentation on 15th May Digital Night  to 

illustrate how one becomes a member.      Link to website 

Lindie 

ViewBug — ‘The Worlds Greatest Photography Game’ 

*out of focus     
†
background    

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-16/what-law-says-about-taking-photos-of-people-in-public/9641488
http://www.lawstuff.org.au/nsw_law/topics/privacy
https://www.australianphotographer.com/tip-6-simplicity
https://www.viewbug.com/
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                                                                     2017/18 Committee 

                                                           Harry Bryant: President/Web Admin 
                                               Colin Bennett: Vice President/Training 
                                        Ian Wilbore:  Secretary/Treasurer/Membership 
                             Lindie Kolver: Competition Steward/Web Admin  
                    Chris Randall: Competition Steward/Web Admin 
        Kevin Ho: Training Coordinator 
John Shaw: Newsletter/Events/Web Admin

https://
hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/ 
Click here 

Hastings Photo Group  
aka—The Fun Club 

22A Yarramundi Rd 
Port Macquarie  Contact us: 

 

EFT Banking 
Holiday Coast Credit Union  
A/c name: Hastings Photography Gr0up 
BSB: 802 214     A/c No. 100146215 

  president@hastingsphotogroup.com.au 

Famous quotes on photography  

‘One doesn’t stop seeing. One doesn’t stop framing. It doesn’t 
turn off and on. It’s on all the time’ 
Annie Leibovitz: b. 1969. American photographer, photographed 
John Lennon on the day he was assassinated. First woman to 
hold an exhibition in the Washington National Portrait Gallery  

A great way to meet and socialise 
with members and friends 

 2nd May Seasalt Café  PM Marina 23rd May Abundance Café Sancrox  

 9th May Café 8 Harvey Norman complex  30th  May Rainforest Café  Sea Acres 

16h  May Growers Café  Growers Market  6th June Westport Club Buller Street 

16 Mar 

Club Print Night  
Open Colour — Monochrome — Nature 

Presentation by Ray Cooper — Abstract Photography 
—‘Abstract’ is the June Digital Set Subject— entries by 16th May 

Print entries may be handed in on Print Night as 
long as images have been uploaded to the website. 
Entry details see p4  — April issue 

 ‘Abstract’ see Ray’s article on page 3 

Committee Meeting — please contact any committee member if you wish to raise any items for consideration  

May Digital Competition  
For entries submitted by 18th April 
Projected Images — Judging  —  Awards 

Presentation by Lindie: Viewbug photo website   —article p4 

Upload June Digital Competition Images 
 Closing date for entries — 16th May 5:00pm 
 Categories: 
        Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature 
 Set Subject: Abstract — see 1st May and page 3 

Northern NSW Zone of Photographic Societies Convention — Laurieton USC  
Early Registration  5.00pm until late  
Public Photo Viewing  — gold coin entry                                                     

Northern NSW Zone of Photographic Societies Convention — Laurieton USC  
9.00am   Registration 
9.15am    Conference Opening and Welcome by David Targett and Roy Killen          
9.30am   Presentations by Jim Frazier and Ben Fewtrell                                             
12.00      Exhibitor’s Forum                                                                                                          
1.30pm    Masterclass Workshops   
4.30pm   MyPhotoClub website demonstration by Colin Woods 
7.00pm   Dinner — Interclub Competition Trophies  — Keynote Speaker: Roy Killen. 

Northern NSW Zone of Photographic Societies Convention — Laurieton USC  
8.30am  Registration  
9.00am  Presentations  by Mark Galer and Malcolm Fackender  
12.00     Conference closes  
 

Club Night 
Presentation: Indoor Portraits  — by Harry 

Kevin will show how to obtain a better competition score by 
applying a few simple techniques  

Indoor Portraits is the Set Subject for August 
—entries by 18th July 

A follow-up Workshop will be held on Saturday to  
learn how Photoshop ‘Layers’ may be used to 
improve competition images 

Workshop: Photoshop 2 — Introduction to Layers 
Using ‘Layers’ learn how to use Masks, Selection and Brush 
tools to make local adjustments 

Convenor: Kevin    Cost: $5·00  includes refreshments 

Bring laptop computer with current version of 
Photoshop CC 

June Digital Competition  
For entries uploaded to website by 16th May 
Projected Images — Judging  —  Awards 

 

Upload July Digital Competition Images 
 Closing date for entries — 20th June 5:00pm 

 Categories: 
        Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature 
 Set Subject: Street Scenes 

Field Trip  
To be advised 
 
 

 

Members are invited to suggest a field trip location 

May 15 

Tue 7:00PM 

May 1 

Tue 7:00PM 

May 20 

Sun 8:30AM 

May 19 

Sat 9:00AM 

May 18 

Fri 5:00PM 

May 11    

Jun 23 

Sat 9:00AM 

Jun 9 

Sat  9:00AM 

Jun 5 

Tue 7:00PM 

Jun 19 

Tue 7:00PM 

https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/

