
  

 

Club Activities 

Meetings are held at 7.00pm on the 1st and 

3rd Tuesdays of each month. Visitors are 

always welcome. 

Venue: Emerald Downs Community 

Centre, Lighthouse Plaza, Port Macquarie.  

Entry via the Emerald Drive roundabout 

at the corner of the Plaza building in the 

lower carpark area. 

Club Night program on the first Tuesday 

includes print competitions, photographic 

tutorials, presentations and discussions. 

Monthly projected digital image com-    

petitions are held on the third Tuesday, 

and judged by accredited Federation of 

Camera Club judges. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide an 

opportunity to learn specific aspects of 

photography in small informal groups. 

Website 

tutorials; 

 social activities, and how to join 

the group, etc. 

Group Facebook account enables mem-

bers to contact each other and share in-

formation. 

 

Newsletter is emailed to members each 

month and includes club news, competi-

tion results and details of planned activi-

ties. 

Coffee Mornings are held every Wednes-

day at venues all over the local area and 

provide a great opportunity to socialise, 

discuss club matters, photography, and 

just about everything else.  
continued on p2 
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Cancellation of the September Club Night and Forum 
I apologise for the cancellation of the September club night, and for any 

inconvenience caused to members. I had a home accident which prevented my 
attendance, and set back plans for the night. We deferred the Forum to the 
September Digital night and discussed several issues and proposed changes for 

the 2018 competition year, including the following matters: 

Print Competitions 
In last month’s newsletter, I mentioned that entries in HPG Print competitions 

had become very low, sometimes too low, to make it a viable competition or to 
justify inviting a judge to the competition. Printing is an important skill and we 
will continue to run workshops and give presentations on printing and mounting 

prints. The HPG also needs a stock of mounted prints for entry in the FCC and 
Northern Zone Photography Competitions. To encourage more members to 
enter print competitions, we will revise the competition rules as follows: 

Print Competitions 2018 
Two Print Competitions will be held per year in April and October at which 

members may also enter as prints, any digital images submitted in HPG digital 
competitions in the current competition year. This is to encourage members to 
enter their best images and perhaps even receive a higher award. 

The Print of the year Competition will continue to be held in December. 
Members may also enter as prints, any digital images including images previously 
entered in digital or print competitions in the current year, but cannot enter the 

same image in both the Digital Image of the Year (DIOTY) or Print of the Year 
(POTY). 

Print and Club Nights 
With only two print nights in 2018 there be additional Club nights with more 
presentations, guest speakers, demonstrations or practical photography sessions 
to develop members’ photography skills. Some of the monthly set subjects will 

be the basis for club night demonstrations, field trips or workshops. 

Workshops Feedback 
At the Forum, I mentioned we were concerned that many members who might 
benefit from HPG photographic workshops, did not attend the sessions. One 
member’s observation was that some of our sessions were too advanced and we 
should get back to basics. There is a place for beginner and advanced levels of 
instruction within the HPG, and we aim to meet everyone’s needs. Another 
reason suggested is that some members do not own a lap-top computer to bring 
to Photoshop sessions. I would appreciate feedback from members on these 
issues, so please let me know what you think by email, or have a chat. 

Transferring to new HPG Website 
Members will be informed when to start uploading their images for the 2017 
Print and Digital Competitions of the Year and the 2018 competition year. It is 
therefore important members are registered on the new website, as well as our 

current website.  
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President’s Report continued from p1 

2018 HPG Competition Awards and Aggregate Scoring System 

Judging Standard Award Points 

Image does not comply with the FCC definition of the category None 0 

Obvious technical problems in picture capture, production or presentation None 1 

A picture with only minor blemishes but without pictorial strength Acceptance  2 

A strong picture with no major technical blemishes but needs more visual impact       

(wow factor)  

Credit 
Certificate 

3 

A very strong picture with strong visual impact (wow factor) which contains no   

technical blemishes 

 

Distinction 
 Certificate 

 

4 

Top image in Category  Certificate 0 

Top Image of the Competition    Certificate 0 

If you have not yet registered please click on the following link: 
https://hastings.myphotoclub.com.au/  

Click on ‘Register’ see arrow below: 

Please complete the details in the required fields and click on 

‘Register’. You will then receive an email from the website 
administrator confirming your registration. If this is too daunting, 
please give Lindie, Chris or me a call to help you.  

Competition Awards & Aggregate Points Scoring System 
Currently, the HPG Coppermine website uses an 0—15 point scoring 

system. These scores are converted to awards and aggregate 
scores for Entry, Acceptance, Credit and Distinction. Many judges 

do not like the 0—15 points our system uses, preferring to make 
constructive comments about images and awarding Acceptances, 
Credits, and Distinctions—and choosing category and competition 

top shots. It has been the custom in HPG to not announce scores 
between 0 and 9 points to avoid possible embarrassment by simply 
reporting, ‘No Award’. Certificates are automatically printed and 

scores are currently transferred by the competition stewards to 
the HPG Aggregate score data-base—a very time-consuming   
process. Also, prizes are awarded to annual aggregate score 

winners. 

For the 2017 Digital and Print of the Year competitions, and the 

2018 competition year, we will use the new website which will 
not use the 0—15 scoring system. Judges will comment on images 
and make awards based on the system shown below. Certificates in 

paper form will not be issued, but the website will show award/
points against each image (e.g., Credit=3), and aggregate scores 
will be calculated by the website. We have asked the website  

administrators to introduce automatically printed certificates in 
due course. 

Harry 

My interest in photography goes back to 

browsing old family photos and taking my 
own in WA, first using a Kodak Box 
Brownie and later a 127. On transferring 

east, I competed with a Canon FT through 
the Camera Club based at the Queanbeyan 
Leagues Club.  

Progressing through increasingly complex 
Canon SLR’s into the digital age, and 

maintaining an interest in photographing 
the natural environment, life priorities led 
to an increasing focus on family and travel 

records. So, after retiring, my camera of 
convenience became a Panasonic Lumix 

DMC-FT2 and Samsung phone. Challenges in 
remote SA last year sent me looking for a 

better solution and my new Olympus OMD EM5 MkII strikes a 

great balance between weight/size and features. 

Moving to Lake Cathie this year, I welcomed Ray Cooper’s 

introduction to the HPG as a way to update skills in 
photography/Photoshop, meet others with similar interests 
and explore a new region.  

Vic 

 

Welcome New Member — Vic 

hpg infocus October 2017 

 

End–of–Year luncheon 
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Shutter speed is critical when shooting without a tripod, we 
need to shoot fast enough so that camera shake is not visible. 

But what shutter speed is fast enough to avoid camera shake? 
Interesting question, it depends on the focal length of the lens 
you are shooting with. Wide angle lenses are much easier to get 
sharp hand-held photos than a telephoto lens. 

The rule of thumb is: 

1 to 2 x the focal length is a good minimum shutter speed as a 
guide. A faster shutter will give a you a better chance of a good 
result.  

Now you might be thinking "what on earth is he talking about?” 

For a 20mm lens:  

1x20 = 
1
/20 

th   or 2x20 =
1
/40 

th . Therefore, for a 20mm lens, you 

would want a minimum shutter speed of at least 
1
/20 

th  to  
1
/40 

th 
of a second — preferably faster. 

Therefore, for a 100mm lens: 

Minimum shutter speed would be  
1
/100

th to 
1
/200 

th sec. 
 

And for a 400mm lens: 

Minimum shutter speed would be  
1
/400

th to 
1
/800 

th sec. 

For the full article, and more tips about hand-held landscape 
photography, click on this Link. 

 Adam 

Link to Easy Way Photography  

 

 

                             Adam’s Photo Tips 

Peter grew up on farming properties around 
Cootamundra and is married to Barbara. They 
have two children and four grandchildren - all 
living in Port Macquarie. In the early 70’s, he 
moved to Canberra to work in the Common-
wealth Public Service, and to study at the 
ANU. He now lives in Bonny Hills and is almost 
a ‘local’ after 10 years.  

When Did You Start in Photography? 
I was given a Brownie Starflex when I was about 10 years old. It 
was basically a point and shoot film camera and was a good intro 
to photography. A couple of years later, my father joined the local 
photographic society and I shared his Ricoh 35mm SLR camera to 
compete in the local competitions covering a range of subjects. In 
those days, image competitions were conducted using slides. In 
the early 70’s I bought my first Canon EF 35mm SLR camera 
which I used for many years. My interest at that time also 
extended to completing vocational courses to learn more about 
the craft and to process film and print images. 

Do You have a Specialty? 
Not really. I like to shoot a broad range of subjects. Those of 
particular interest would be portrait, nature, street and sea/ 
landscape photographs. We have travelled extensively in Oz and 
love taking shots of the country. In more recent times, I have 
learnt how to Photoshop my images and enjoy learning and 
improving these skills. 

Places You like to Shoot? 
I love travelling around the countryside to rural areas and remote 
outback Oz. I grew up in this environment and it is imprinted in 
my DNA—so, anything rural or remote. There is always something 
of interest to point the camera at—you just need to find the right 
angle. 

What Fuels Your Creative Passion? 
Subject and light creating a moody photograph. Also, the advent 
of digital technology back in the early noughties revived my 
interest. I liked the idea of seeing the results in real time. Today, 
there seems to be no limitations on what is able to be done, so I 
like to explore and see what I can come up with. 

‘Ctrl’ + ‘mouse scroll wheel’ to enlarge 

 

Where Would You Like Your Photographic Journey to 
Take You? 
My particular interest at the moment is developing my post 
processing skills and knowledge of Photoshop. I enjoy continually 
learning and developing my photographic skills through HPG and 
research. Overall, I have no particular path or end in mind, just 
an ongoing interest to improve and become a better photo-
grapher. 

Equipment You Like to Use? 
I use Canon cameras with a range of matching lenses and 
accessories. For me, the design makes these cameras ergonomic 
and easy to use for a right hander, though I would like to see a 
tilt screen on the mid and higher end models to assist with the 
low and high level shots. 

Photographers you Admire? 
Barbara, because she is a happy snapper who has managed to 
record the history of our extended family and associated events.  
Otherwise, no one in particular. I like looking at a broad range of 
photographs across all subject areas. I record those of particular 

 

Peter 

hpg infocus September 2017 

Featured Member — Peter Forsyth  

Peter’s image of Bells Gorge WA 

 

What is the Minimum Shutter Speed for Hand Held Photography? 

 

hpg infocus October 2017 

https://www.australianphotographer.com/tip-1-hand-held-shutter-speeds
https://www.easywayphotography.com.au/
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Open Colour    
In the Spotlight by Chris Randall  

Distinctions: Chris Randall — Frank Kolver (2) 

Credits: Trevor Dearle — Susan Smith — John 

Upton — Lindie Kolver 

*Nature — All extant (not extinct) plants 
and animals,  seascapes, geological for-
mations, and weather phenomena 

Nature  
Weather Closing In  

by John Smith 

 

Distinctions: Susan Smith 

Credits: Susan Smith — John Smith 

— Lindie Kolver — Ray Cooper   

 

Competition Awards  Presented at the September Meeting 
Scoring System 10—11 Acceptance 12—13 Credit Certificate 14—15 Distinction Certificate 

Judge: Paul Tilley  Burpengary QLD 
82 submissions — 42 Acceptances 

22 Credits — 7 Distinctions  Av Score: 11.06 

Digital Image of the Month 
 Winner of the Sunset Gallery Prize  

 Set Subject —  Coffee 
Hey! Coffee-to-go  by John Upton  

Distinctions: John Upton 

Credits: Susan Smith (2) — Chris Ran-

dall — John Upton —  Jody Carey   — 
Frank Kolver — Ray Cooper — Lindie 
Kolver 

hpg infocus October 2017 

 

October 
Boats and Ships 
Images includes maritime scenes, modern or traditional vessels, 
close-ups of vessel parts, or people working on boats or ships 
ashore or afloat but which captures their passion for and connec-
tion with the sea 
Nature*  

 

November 
Northern Zone Set Subject: Australian Nature 

For a complete definition and explanation, click on FCC Link, and 

open ‘Competitions’ tab, then click on ‘FIAP Nature Definition 
Explained’ by Roy Killen’. This  is a printable PDF document 

The ‘Nature’ album on the website will be removed for November 
allowing members to submit up to 4 entries for the Northern Zone 
set subject—Australian Nature 

The committee produced list of twenty-
two suggested Set Subjects—which were 
sent to members requesting they choose 
their top eleven subjects. These choices 
were collated on a spreadsheet and the 
top ten have been allocated to the  
competition months January to October.  

There will be associated Workshops and 
Field Trips with these set subjects 
throughout 2018.  

For example, if you have never done   
any HDR or panorama photo-stitching 
photography/post processing, there will 
be a Workshop and/or Field Trip to 
show you how. 

More detailed Set Subject definitions 
will be issued on a laminated card for 
your reference in November. 

2018 Digital Set Subjects  Month 
Elements: wind—rain—mist—fog—snow January 

Waterdrops: taps dripping—drops on leaves—reflections February 

Architecture: buildings—monuments—bridges—old—new March 

Panorama: photo-stitching a number of images  April 

Abstraction: textures and lines in nature May 

Street Scenes:  candid—people eating—walking  June 

Indoor Portrait: sole source of light—candle—backlit July 

High Dynamic Range (HDR): bracketed shooting, merged August 

Selective Colour: e.g., red lips/shoes, in a mono image September 

Footwear: high heels—boots—ballet—sneakers—fancy October 

2019 Northern Zone Set Subject: to be advised late 2018 November 

Distinctions: John Smith — Chris Randall  

Credits: Frank Kolver (2) — Lindie Kolver — Katherine Appleby — Ray Cooper  

Open Monochrome 
Steer Wrestling  
by Susan Smith 

To enlarge images ‘Ctrl’ + ‘Scroll-wheel’ 

http://www.photographynsw.org.au/pages/competitions.html


5 

 

Tuesday 3rd October  Club Print Night                                   7:00pm  
View print entries — judge’s comments — scores — certificate awards                                      

Competition Categories:  Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature 

Judge: Nic Peters, President of the Blacktown Camera Club 

By special arrangement with Chris before closing 
date on Saturday 30th September 

Saturday 14th October: Workshop—Photoshop                  9:00am–12:00 
    Monochrome images from capture to post processing 

Convener: Colin       Cost $5∙00 includes refreshments 

Bring laptop with Adobe CC 2017.1.1  
including Camera RAW  plug-in 9.12, 
or later updates via Creative Cloud   

                                      Apps tab 

Tuesday 17th October: Digital Night – Sept Comp. Results       7:00pm                                             
View entries — judge’s comments — scores — certificate awards                             

October Competition Categories:   

Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature    Set subject: Boats and Ships  

Upload your digital images to the website for the 
October competition by 3:00pm Wednesday 18th 
October 

Images to be judged at the November Digital 
meeting  

Friday 20th October: Committee Meeting                               1:30pm 
Please advise any Committee member if you wish 
to raise items for consideration 

Saturday 28th October: Field Trip — Linda’s Garden         from 9.00am 
Photo opportunities: flowers — insects — birds        

Cost $5.00 — payable when you add your name to the booking sheet—which will be 
circulated at meetings. This will cover catering costs for morning tea. 

What to bring: 
Camera gear, tripod, macro lens if you have one, 
hat, sunscreen, water 

A reminder with details of Linda’s address will be 

advised by email nearer the date. 

 

Tuesday 7th November:  Club Night                                      7:00pm  

All About Lenses Convened by Harry and various club speakers 

How they work —  Focal length — f/stops — Primes — Zooms — Macro — Fish-eye 
— DX & FX Lenses — Auto/Manual Focus — Image stabilisation (VR & IS) — Filters 

In this session, we will comprehensively cover all 
aspects of lens technology, buying choices, which 
one to use for your style of photography, how to 
set them up, and maintain them 

Saturday 11th November: Workshop— Macro Photography 9:00am–12:00 
    Techniques and equipment presentation, plus hands-on 

Convener: TBA Cost $5∙00 includes refreshments 

Bring camera , tripod and macro lens if you have 
one, small objects, black background cloth, spot 
lighting, etc. 

Friday 17th November: Committee Meeting                             1:30pm 
Please advise any Committee member if you wish 
to raise items for consideration 

Tuesday 21st November: Digital Night – Oct Comp. Results     7:00pm                                             
View entries — judge’s comments — scores — certificate awards                             

November Competition Categories:   

Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature→Australian* (2018 Northern Zone set subject) 

Set subject: No set subject: but you may submit 4 entries in Nature—Australian* 

Upload your digital images to the website for the 
November competition by 3:00pm Wednesday 22nd 
November 

Images to be judged at the January Digital meeting  

Sunday 26th November:                                  10:00am Short Street car park  

Street Photography—Mystery Walk Competition  Convener: Chris  

This event was planned for earlier this year, but 
called off due to uncertain weather conditions. 

Full  details in the November issue 

Tuesday 5th December: Print and Digital Image of the Year Competitions  (POTY — DIOTY) 

Saturday 9th December: End-of-year Luncheon at the Laurieton United Services Club —see page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great way to meet and socialise with 

members and friends 

Click here 
www.hastingsphotogroup.com.au 

 
president@hastingsphotogroup.com.au 
secretary@hastingsphotogroup.com.au                                  
treasurer@hastingsphotogroup.com.au                             

Contact us: 

Hastings Photo Group  
aka—The Fun Club 

                                                                  2017/18 Committee 

                                                                Harry Bryant: President/Web Admin 

                                              Colin Bennett: Vice President/Training 

                                        Ian Wilbore:  Secretary/Treasurer/Membership 

                             Lindie Kolver: Competition Steward/Web Administrator  

                    Chris Randall: Competition Steward/Web Administrator 

          Kevin Ho: Training Coordinator 

John Shaw: Newsletter/Events Coordinator

“If you want to be a better photographer, stand in 
front of more interesting stuff.”  

Jim Richardson is an American photojournalist 

working primarily for the National Geographic Society 
and as a social documentary photographer Link 

Famous quotes about photography 

22A Yarramundi Rd 
Port Macquarie  

NSW 2444 

 4th October Seasalt Café  Port Macquarie Marina 

11th  October Westport Club Buller Street PM 

18th October Growers Café Growers Market carpark 

25th October Bonny Hills Nursery 1055 Ocean Drive B. Hills  

 1st November Beantree Café  Horton Street PM 

Visitor Hosts — on Club and Digital Nights    Trevor Dearle     Peter Forsyth      

file:///D:/My Ducuments/24 Garnet Ave
http://www.hastingsphotogroup.com.au/
Jim%20Richardson%20is%20an%20American%20photojournalist%20working%20primarily%20for%20the%20National%20Geographic%20Society%20and%20as%20a%20social%20documentary%20photographer%20recognized%20for%20his%20explorations%20of%20small-town%20life

