
  

 

Club Activities 

Meetings are held at 7.00pm on the 1st and 

3rd Tuesdays of each month. Visitors are 

always welcome. 

Venue: Emerald Downs Community 

Centre, Lighthouse Plaza, Port Macquarie.  

Entry via the Emerald Drive roundabout 

at the corner of the Plaza building in the 

lower carpark area. 

Club Night program on the first Tuesday 

includes bi-monthly print competitions, 

photographic tutorials, presentations and 

discussions. 

Monthly projected digital image com-    

petitions are held on the third Tuesday, 

and judged by accredited Federation of 

Camera Club judges. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide an 

opportunity to learn specific aspects of 

photography in small informal groups. 

Website 

tutorials; 

 social activities, and how to join 

the group, etc. 

Group Facebook account enables mem-

bers to contact each other and share in-

formation. 

 

Newsletter is emailed to members each 

month and includes club news, competi-

tion results and details of planned activi-

ties. 

Coffee Mornings are held every Wednes-

day at venues all over the local area and 

provide a great opportunity to socialise, 

discuss club matters, photography, and 

just about everything else.  

continued on p2 

  

September 
2017 

 

Northern NSW Zone of Photographic Societies 
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2017—2018 Membership year 
We were not inundated with nominations for positions on the Committee 
which remains unchanged for another year—see page 5. I thank Committee 
members for taking on the job again; they are gluttons for punishment. So 
far, 42 members have renewed their membership—which reached 50 last 
year, so it is encouraging so many have renewed. We have a busy year ahead 
of us, including hosting the 2018 Northern Zone Convention in May, which will 
test our organisational skills.  

September HPG Forum 
This annual event helps the Committee plan the program for the forthcoming 
year. It will be held on our September Club Night on Tuesday 5th 
September at 7 pm. It gives members the opportunity to discuss their ideas 
for workshops, club nights, set-subjects, field trips, social  occasions, training 
for new members, plans for the Northern Zone Conference, etc. We will have 
the usual refreshments to make the night interesting and enjoyable.  

Print Competitions 
Organising the bi-monthly print competitions has become a nightmare for the 
competition stewards. Lindie and Chris have had to bribe, coerce and 
encourage members to enter prints. It appears that many find the extra work 
printing and mounting prints is too onerous. It is embarrassing to present so 
few prints to a visiting judge, particularly if they have travelled a long 
distance. The Committee is considering a quite different approach for 2018 
which will be discussed at the September Forum.  

The HPG enters Prints in the FCC Top Shots and Northern Zone 
Competitions so we need a good stock of high quality prints available because 
they are still an important category and we have done well in past external 
print competitions.  I hope we find a solution to the problem. 

New Website 
Thank you to the many members who have now uploaded photographs and 
details about themselves, their photographic equipment, and their interests. 
Please note that your profile is only be available to fellow members of the 
HPG, not to visitors to the site. In due course, Lindie, Chris and I will help 
members master the new website which is pretty straightforward.  

Currently eight other clubs, five national photography competitions and one 
NSW zone are using MyPhotoClub websites and the list is growing. The major 
advantage of the website is that it makes the administration of photo 
competitions so much easier for members and the competition stewards. This 
is one of many favourable comments from a MyPhotoClub website user: 

 “Transferring to MyPhotoClub webste has been of great benefit to our club.  
It has made registering, judging, publishing and commenting on images very 
simple and saves considerable time for our club committee members. We 
have a largely automated process that the members like. It takes a load off 
the club committee and creates a very professional presentation to people 
viewing our website”. 
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President’s Report continued from p1 

Getting Started in Post Processing — Online course 
Post processing is an important element in photography and has 

been so since film and darkroom days. New HPG members may 
not know where to start or what software to use. We run post 
processing workshops in the HPG, but they might not suit 

members who have no basic post processing skills. 

One solution is for members to learn independently using an 

online resource which is designed specifically for the beginner. 
We are very fortunate to have as an HPG member, Adam 
Williams, a professional photographer and trainer (Easy Way 

Photography), who runs a variety of online, group and one-on-one 
photography and post processing courses.  

Adam offers HPG members a free introductory post processing 
course using Lightroom and Photoshop software. Members would 
either need their own copy of Lightroom/Photoshop, or may wish 

to subscribe to the Adobe Creative Cloud Suite (see details of 
how to do this below). There is a 30day free trial offer. 

In his free course, 
participants learn how 

to upload their digital 
images, create an 
effective filing system 

and carry a number of 
adjustments to improve 
and give their images 

that important wow 
factor. To enrol, click 
on this Link and  

complete the coupon 
and send it off to Adam. 

                                                                                       Harry 

Adam’s Easy Way Photography website: Link 

We had a top day out at the Kindee Suspension Bridge on 
26th August—some arriving as early as 7.00am: the weather 

was great, and we got some good shots in. Then on to 
Ellenborough Reserve for more shots and picnic tea, where 
Brenda supplied the lamingtons—delicious!  

These trips are good fun and ideal for members who want 
to learn more about how to take various shots—and sort 
out their camera menus and settings.  

There’s always someone on hand to show you how.   John 
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Adobe Creative Cloud (CC) 
Photoshop CC — Camera RAW — Lightroom — Bridge 

Adobe Creative Cloud ‘Photography’ Suite includes these four 
programs, for an inclusive subscription of $14.29 per month.  

Photoshop CC is the default program for Easy Way Photography 
and all HPG in-house tutorials — most of our members now use 
this program. Ask any member of the committee if you wish to 
learn more. 

To subscribe: Click on LINK select ‘Photography’   and  

Enter your email address —    

follow prompts/enter bank details, etc. 

The CC ‘Photography’ Suite may be 
downloaded on two computers, e.g., 

desktop plus laptop — which may be  
either Microsoft PC, or Apple.  

Members usually bring laptops to HPG Photoshop training sessions.  

John 

HPG received an invitation to participate in the FCC  2017 
Interclub Competition, which this year is being hosted by 
the Pittwater RSL Club on the 15th October.  

We will be competing as a Club and therefore only the 
highest scoring images of the past year will be used. 

We have entered the Digital Division in Open Colour, 
Nature, Mono and Australian Landscapes categories. 

HPG will pay the entry fee—which is $10.00/Category. 

Chris and I have decided not to enter the Print Division for 
the Interclub, as it will require all images to be mounted 

in 40cm x 50cm mounts—which are very expensive. and we 
are away during the crucial period when the competition 

closes. Participating members have been contacted to 
submit images of a bigger format: 1920x1200pixels <2Mb. 

Lindie 

FCC 2017 Interclub Competition

 

I’m new to Port Macquarie and joined 
the camera club to meet new people, 
see new places in the area, and trying 
out new techniques to get more out of 
my camera. 

Before now, I’ve mainly taken photos 
on holidays to record my trips. My first film camera was a 
Nikon and my first digital camera was a Kodak. 

I use a Canon PowerShot and am really happy with the 
results I’ve been getting. I’ve not used any post produc-
tion software. 

I enjoy taking photos of beaches and nature. I’m looking 
forward to coming along to the workshops and field trips 
in the next few months.  

Fiona 

Welcome New Member — Fiona 

Field Trip — kindee bridge 
 

Image by Trevor using 
a remote trigger 
(note right hand) 

Rod       Peter        Harry     Colin  Trevor  John U  John S  Brenda 

https://www.australianphotographer.com/free-course-aust-photographer/
https://www.easywayphotography.com.au/
https://www.adobe.com/au/creativecloud/plans.html
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Competition Awards  Presented at the August Meetings 
Scoring System 10—11 Acceptance 12—13 Credit Certificate 14—15 Distinction Certificate 

 Vis it ing Judge –  Adam Wil l iams  
Crescent Head  

Open Monochrome     
Who Needs Colour by Kevin Ho  

Distinctions: none 

Credits: Kevin Ho (2) — Trevor Dearle 

Open Colour    
Paul by John Upton  

Distinctions: John Upton — Kevin Ho 

— Chris Randall 

Credits: John Upton — Kevin Ho — 

Chris Randall 
 

 

Top Print of the Month 

 

Nature  
Lorikeet by Chris Randall  

Distinctions: Chris Randall — Trevor Dearle 

Credits: Kevin Ho (2) — Chris Randall — John Shaw  

 

Colin is a long-term resident of Port Macquarie, is married 
to Jeannie, and currently an HPG committee member 
involved with training—particularly Photoshop.   
 

When Did You Start in Photography? 

I grew up in western NSW with a love of nature 
and the bush. I wanted to record what I saw so 
began to save for a good camera. It wasn’t until I 

moved to Port Macquarie that this dream came 
true and I bought my first camera. It was a Ricoh 
SLR film camera. Very impressed with my first 

role I joined the local camera club. This began a 
lifetime of loving photography, all around a busy 
family life as a builder and father. I am a 

perpetual learner, loving digital technology to 
assist me. 

Do You have a Specialty? 
Port Macquarie’s spectacular coastline entices me to record 
beauty. I love to escape to the National Parks and reserves all 
over NSW with my camera and tent. My specialties include wide-

angled and panoramic landscapes and seascapes. I have become 
skilled in the restoration of old or deteriorating 
photos and slides. 

Places You like to Shoot? 
My photos showcase history as well as beauty in 
nature. I love to explore a town or area in western 
NSW and chase the wild light, particularly trekking to 

discover and record waterfalls, mountains and 
wildlife. 

Colin’s image of Camden River 

‘Ctrl’ + ‘mouse scroll wheel’ to enlarge 

 

 

What Fuels Your Creative Passion? 
Wild light draws me, I love slow shutter photography. The 
constant change in equipment as well as software challenges me 

to obtain the best results for people’s enjoyment. 

Where Would You Like Your Photographic Journey to 

Take You? 
I am keen to “make photographs” with composites and to 

continue to sell or barter my photographs. Although I have held 
successful markets and exhibitions, I prefer to work on my own 
creations, supported by my wife, Jeannie, a writer. 

I enjoy encouraging other photographers to get started, passing 
on my skills in Photoshop and camera basics.  

Equipment You Like to Use? 
I’m a Nikon man, matching lenses to my camera. I strive to keep 
the equipment I carry light and compact as I often trek long 
distances to discover my photos. 

Photographers you Admire? 

I have trained and worked with Ken Duncan and his team. I also 
admire Peter Lik’s work.   

                                                                                     Colin 

 

Featured Member — Colin Bennett 

hpg infocus September 2017 
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*Nature — All extant (not extinct) plants 
and animals,  seascapes, geological for-
mations, and weather phenomena 

Open Monochrome 
Keen Eye by Kevin Ho  

Distinctions: Kevin Ho — Chris Randall 

Credits: Frank Kolver (2) — John Smith — Kevin Ho         

— Lindie Kolver (2) — Ray Cooper (2) — Trevor Dearle  
 

Nature 
Stop Splashing Me by Frank Kolver  

Distinctions: Frank Kolver (2) — Susan Smith 

Credits:  Chris Randall (2) — John Smith (2) — John Upton (2)    

— Kevin Ho — Linda Appleby (2) — Lindie Kolver (2)  

 

Competition Awards  Presented at the August Meetings 
Scoring System 10—11 Acceptance 12—13 Credit Certificate 14—15 Distinction Certificate 

Judge: Victoria Purdie  
Wellington Point, Brisbane 

Digital Image of the Month 
 Winner of the Sunset Gallery Prize  

 Set Subject —  Portraits 
Chris  by Peter Forsyth  

Distinctions: none 

Credits: Peter Forsyth — Lindie Kolver (2) — John Smith 

— John Upton (2) — Susan Smith  
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September 

Old Bridge or Bridges   
Image of an historic bridge e.g., wooden or steel. Image may also 
emphasise a particular feature of the bridge e.g., rusty or         
dilapidated components 
Nature*  

 
October 
Boats and Ships 
Images includes maritime scenes, modern or traditional vessels, 
close-ups of vessel parts, or people working on boats or ships 
ashore or afloat but which captures their passion for and connec-
tion with the sea 
Nature*  

 

 
November 
Northern Zone Set Subject: Australian Nature 

For a complete definition and explanation, click on FCC Link, and 
open ‘Competitions’ tab, then click on ‘FIAP Nature Definition 
Explained’ by Roy Killen’. This  is a printable PDF document 

The ‘Nature’ album on the website will be removed for November 
allowing members to submit up to 4 entries for this set subject 

Open Colour    
Soaring Gannet by Frank Kolver  

Distinctions: Frank Kolver (3) Kevin Ho — Lindie Kolver —          

Trevor Dearle 

Credits: John Upton — Kevin Ho — Chris Randall — Kevin Ho    

— Linda Appleby — Lindie Kolver — Ray Cooper — Susan Smith 

http://www.photographynsw.org.au/pages/competitions.html
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Tuesday 5th September  Club Night                                         7:00pm  

Discussion Forum: 2017—2018 Future Direction and Activities 

General running of the club — new HPG website —  Club Nights — Print Nights — 

Set subjects — Field trips — Workshops  — SIGs — End-of-year Lunch 

The Committee will discuss options concerning all 
aspects of running the club, and present these for 
discussion, via projected display and whiteboard  

Members are requested to contribute ideas for 
discussion to the Committee, or on the night 

Friday 15th September: Committee Meeting                            1:30pm 
Please advise any Committee member if you wish 
to raise items for consideration 

Tuesday 19th September: Digital Night – Aug Comp. Results    7:00pm                                             
 View entries — judge’s comments — scores — certificate awards                             

September Competition Categories:   
Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature: weather formations  
Set subject: Old bridge, or bridges  

Upload your digital images to the website for the 
September competition by 3:00pm Wednesday 20th 
September 

Images to be judged at the October Digital meeting  

Circa Wednesday 20th  September: Night Sky Shoot                7:00pm 
Charles Hamey Lookout — Dunbogan         Convened by John Smith 
Follow-up of the very successful Night Shoot at North Brother Mountain                 
Bring: Camera, widest lens (f2.8—3.5) tripod, torch — assistance on the night 

The date for this event is dependent on Moon Phase  
 (new moon) and clear—calm weather conditions 

You will be advised if it’s a ‘goer’ by email with 
how to get there maps, also some instructions                                                      
about appropriate camera settings for night photos 

Saturday 23rd September: Field Trip—Katang Nature Reserve  9:00am 
 Flower Bowl Circuit Walk  Link  &  Charles Hamey Lookout  Link                                   
Photo opportunities:  
Wild flowers — insects — birds — whale watching — landscapes — sea scapes 
 

Full details will be issued via email with maps showing walks, parking, picnic area, etc. 

What to bring: 
Camera gear, hat sunscreen, water 

Morning tea: BYO everything — picnic tables at 
Corner of Camden Head Road/Bergalia Crescent 
 
Note the Charles Hamey lookout is the suggested 
masthead for the 2018 Northern Zone Conference         

 

Tuesday 3rd October:  Club Print Night                                   7:00pm  
View print entries — judge’s comments — scores — certificate awards                                      

Competition Categories:  Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature 

Judge: Nic Peters, President—Blacktown Camera Club 

October Print Competition images may be 
handed in on the 19th September Digital Night — 
or by special arrangement with Chris before 
closing date on Saturday 30th September 

Saturday 14th October: Workshop—Photoshop                  9:00am–12:00 
    Monochrome images from capture to post processing 

Convener: Kevin         Cost $5∙00 includes refreshments 

Bring laptop with Adobe CC 2017.1.1  
including Camera RAW  plug-in 9.12, 
or later updates via Creative Cloud   

                                      Apps tab 

Tuesday 17th October: Digital Night – Aug Comp. Results        7:00pm                                             
View entries — judge’s comments — scores — certificate awards                             

September Competition Categories:   

Open Colour — Open Mono — Nature: weather formations  
Set subject: Boats and Ships  

Upload your digital images to the website for the 
September competition by 3:00pm Wednesday 18th 
October 

Images to be judged at the November Digital 
meeting  

Friday 20th October: Committee Meeting                               1:30pm 
Please advise any Committee member if you wish 
to raise items for consideration 

Saturday 28th October: Field Trip — Linda’s Garden               9:30am 
Photo opportunities: flowers — insects — birds        

Cost $5∙00 — payable when you add your name to the Event List—which will be 

circulated at meetings. This will cover catering costs for morning tea. 

What to bring: 
Camera gear, tripod, macro lens if you have one, 
hat sunscreen, water 

A ‘reminder’ with details of Linda’s address will 

be advised by email nearer the date 

 

Visitor Hosts — on Club and Digital Nights    Trevor Dearle     Peter Forsyth     Paul Barron   

A great way to meet and socialise with 

members and friends 

Click here 
www.hastingsphotogroup.com.au 

 
president@hastingsphotogroup.com.au 
secretary@hastingsphotogroup.com.au                                  
treasurer@hastingsphotogroup.com.au                             

Contact us: 

Hastings Photo Group  
aka—The Fun Club 

                                                                  2017/18 Committee 

                                                                Harry Bryant: President/Web Admin 

                                              Colin Bennett: Vice President/Training 

                                        Ian Wilbore:  Secretary/Treasurer/Membership 

                             Lindie Kolver: Competition Steward/Web Administrator  

                    Chris Randall: Competition Steward/Web Administrator 

          Kevin Ho: Training Coordinator 

John Shaw: Newsletter/Events Coordinator

‘A camera is a tool for learning how to see without a camera’ 

Dorothea Lange 1895–1965 American photographer and 
photojournalist best known for her photographs which 

humanised the consequences of the Great Depression Link 

Famous quotes about photography 

22A Yarramundi Rd 
Port Macquarie  

NSW 2444 

  6th September Café 8 Harvey Norman complex 

13th  September Abundance 274 Rawden Is Rd Sancrox 

20th September Pipeworks Café Bay Street shops  

27th September Rainforest Café Sea Acres Pacific Drive 

 4th October Seasalt Café  Port Macquarie Marina 

http://highwaytraveller.com.au/towns/nsw/dunbogan/attractions
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/lookouts/charles-hamey-lookout
file:///D:/My Ducuments/24 Garnet Ave
http://www.hastingsphotogroup.com.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothea_Lange

